
This Firm’s Specialty Is Preserving the

Charm of Vintage Homes While

Updating Them for Modern Living

[ DESIGNERS TO WATCH ]

With backgrounds in hospitality, the founders of KitchenLab Interiors create

gracious spaces in which to live and entertain.

BY LAURA HINE
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Rebekah Zaveloff and Nick Nichols, partners in business and life, met while working in a restaurant. Their 
Chicago-based firm, KITCHENLAB INTERIORS, specializes in updating and modernizing historic homes 
(portrait by Jodi Bodtke). Top: This VACATION HOME IN MIAMI features THAYER COGGIN sofas, a coffee 
table by FOUR HANDS and, in the dining area, a chandelier from 1stDibs (photo by Michael Alan Kaskel).



[ O CTOBER 24, 2021 ] Rebekah Zaveloff and KITCHENLAB INTERIORS cofounder 

Nick Nichols share a passion for older homes, hospitality and providing clients 

with spaces that are welcoming. The couple, now married, met when they were 

both working at a restaurant and formed a business and personal partnership 

that has been going strong for more than 20 years.

Their Chicago-based design firm specializes in the rehab of older homes —

places clients are passionate about, but need to modernize just enough to make 

them functional. The team at KitchenLab often finishes a project with a mix of 

vintage and modern pieces, creating layered spaces that reflect the architecture 

and pedigree of the house. Introspective sat down with the pair — she is the 

principal designer; he is the firm’s CFO — to discuss the philosophy behind 

their successful partnership.

Let’s start with the name.

Nichols: We’ve struggled with it for years. We started as a kitchen-design 

firm but have evolved from there. We joke that we should have called our 

company Adjacent Spaces Design.

How has your background in hospitality

influenced your design? 

Zaveloff: Waiting tables and working in a restaurant is one hundred percent 

about reading a room. It teaches you how to interact with people, how to take 

care of people. And great design is like a great restaurant — your aim is to create 

a space where people want to hang out, where they feel welcome and there’s 

thoughtfulness behind each decision.

Do you have a favorite period for architecture?
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Zaveloff: I’m a sucker for a Victorian brownstone with modern lighting and a

mix of furnishings. I love the moldings, arches, maximalism! The eighteen

nineties to nineteen tens have long been my passion.

KitchenLab Interiors worked to restore the character that had been stripped from a in previous remodels,

adding a fireplace and custom island to the kitchen and opening it to the dining room. Photo by Michael Alan

Kaskel

Design icon?

Zaveloff: It has to be DAVID HICKS. He was fearless in his use of pattern and

mixing old and new. I love anything handmade — block-printed wallpaper,

HANDWOVEN FABRICS. It’s seeing the human hand in the making of the item.
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Favorite historic house?

Zaveloff: Vizcaya Museum and Gardens in Miami.

Where do you find inspiration?

Zaveloff: For both of us, it’s probably the , in Saint-Paul de Vence, France.

This visionary couple [Aimé and Marguerite Maeght] created a place to hold

their collection of amazing sculptures and art. The gardens are incredibly well

thought out, with the greenery playing against the stone. It’s old and modern

conversing, and it’s just fascinating. We can’t wait to get back. 

Who’s your favorite furniture designer?

Zaveloff: I’ve been a huge fan from early on. 

Favorite artists?

Zaveloff: EVA HESSE and CY TWOMBLY — they couldn’t be more different, but

both artists are very important to me.
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The partners aimed for “a mix of California casual with a midwestern sensibility” in the of a family who

had just moved back to Illinois from Northern California. They outfitted the living and dining area with a

distressed-leather sofa, an armchair the clients already owned, a pair of sconces, side

chairs and patterned area rugs. Photo by Michael Alan Kaskel

If you could live anywhere in the world, where

would that be?

Zaveloff: Brutal question! I want to live everywhere! I think I’d have to say it’s

a split between Marrakech and Atrani, which is a little town near Amalfi that

isn’t dense or touristy. But honestly, my favorite place on earth is our little

farmhouse in southwest Michigan, which is surrounded by vineyards. A friend

said the other day, “How did you manage to find France in the middle of

Michigan!?”

Dream project?

Nichols: We are passionate about old houses — nutty for them, really. Our

clients are typically people who love their vintage homes, but they’re looking

HOME

VISUAL COMFORT DWR
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for someone to bring it up to modern standards with updated kitchens and

storage.

Most underappreciated design idea?

Zaveloff: Cased openings to divide rooms visually and psychologically while

maintaining a sense of openness and connection. 

In designing a new-construction home for a childhood friend, Zaveloff says, “I really tried to pull myself, our

team and the client away from the echo chamber of Pinterest and Instagram.” She and her friend shopped for

one-of-a-kind pieces, which they incorporated with items like artwork the client already owned, as on the open

shelving here, plus custom cabinets and Visual Comfort sconces. Photo by Michael Alan Kaskel



Accomplishment you’re proudest of?

Zaveloff: Often when clients come to us, they’ve been collecting inspiration

images for years. When we sit down with them, it turns out the majority of those

images are of work KitchenLab Interiors has done. It’s rewarding because our

work doesn’t all look the same.

Best advice you give clients?

Zaveloff: Don’t start to settle at the end of the project because you’re fried.

Renovation fatigue is real, but it’s important to not cut corners just because you

want to move in.

What sets KitchenLab Interiors apart?

Zaveloff: We start with space planning. We don’t talk about aesthetics until

the second or third meeting. It’s too easy to get caught up in the details and not

focus on how the whole house will speak together. It’s critical to solve the flow

problems and get the space planning right.

Nichols: We have a lot of enthusiasm for what we do, and we don’t work on

projects we’re not excited about. A lot of “nos” went into getting to where we are

today. 




