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DESIGN

w CLEAN SLATE

BY JASMIN ROSEMBERG # PHOTOGRAPHED BY JAMES FURMAN

Afeer previously helping a
L'uu}r]u with a home remodel in

a suburb ourside of Chicago,
Rebekah Zavelotb—co-

founder and p!'illcip.’l[ Lic:ii:.’,ncr

of KitchenLab Interiors
(kicchenlabinteriors.com)—
received a text From che wife

one Saturday in zoz21, w hen her
husband was hmking:n San |Jic3;u
propertics while on a work erip.
“Ie's nuts; he wants to buy chis
awful house!” she wrore. “Tell me

what you think.” *I took one look

From top: A casual living room features an asymmerrical Four Hands sofa and
ariginal stone fireplace; KitchenLab Interiors painted the exterior of the
three-bedroom home white with black sccems.

at the property and said, ‘Buy ic!™

Zavelott says of this Encinitas

44

MODERN LUXURY

iy By painting the property white and incorporating natural materials,
KitchenLab Interiors brought an airy vacation vibe to this 1980s Encinitas oasis.

From top: The light and airy
white kitchen boasts Carrara
stone and Worley's Lighting
pendants and sconces: new
dining room chairs help
bridge the new home’s lighver
color palette with the clients’
existing dining room table
from their Chicago home,

:1!'“' a :.:“L‘QKhl”.l.".‘. ﬂﬂ\‘l a E:'.ITI.LL:I.'
big enough to house another
fELmiI_\:' 'f.:u'clufll'.\'::_\'_\'_ She had
her work cur out for her: The
lmdg{"r and timeline were lighr.
and the dared propercy had
708 and "8os hallmarks. *The
house was a bad interprecation
of arts and crafts, Green stucco
exterior with brown trim; carved out two offices in the
incerior was all dark Autumn large garage. Bur the client’s
slate floors chat had so much goals were precey simple:
polish on them it was a like “Make it not ugly,” Zaveloff
a reflecting pool,” she recalls, jokes. “Ger rid of all che
“The overall project was to green and brown, and make
gut all che finishes—rip out it serene and comforrable”
the floors and paint everything Perched on a hill at the
white, and replace the bizarre end of a dead-end road, the
angled island in the kitchen with L-shaped property features
a more classic kitchen lavour.” a view of the ocean as well
Slicking everything with a coat as lush greenery, a private
of Benjamin Moore Simply White courtyard backyard, a groreo-
paint, she also renovated the style pool. an adjoining
bathrooms, painted the exterior casita, an outdoor kitchen

white with black aceents, and and a bocee ball court. *It’s

home built in 1985, *It was terribly
Lll.'.!'\ —l".l{l [lt\l\l'.\'. :I\\'i-lll C(‘lﬂf
scheme—but the husband and |
could see the potential and the
wife was like, 'OK, 1 trust vou!™
'/.;l\'c|n|'l"r!mugl\r the three-
bedroom home in the “old boho™
|1L'i5;hhl\|‘hﬂﬂd and m'igin:il
surfing community was perfect
'.(‘f f!]l.' L'Iil."”l.‘—:l" L'LIliL';lKl\l‘ :l"l{ a
social worker in their s0s, whose
daughrers are now in college in
California. “[lt was| a rerrific
smaller home wich just enough
space for empry nesters whose kids

come home on occasion, a pool

‘I WANTED TO NEUTRALIZE

A
EVERY

; THING AND BRING IN A
TULUM VIBE: WARM WHITES

AND NATURAL MATERIALS
LIKE SISAL, RATTAN,
-REBEKAH ZAVELOFF, CO-FOUNDER AND

PRINCIPAL DESIGNER, KITCHENLAB INTERIORS

truly a litele compound. an
oasis.” says Zay eloff. “Tons of
\\'Illl.]l.‘\\'!i llnti lll\l\]'.\ l‘i".'l'l (]
t}“.' 5‘.\1'({(‘115 :'H'lli I‘l‘t‘]—_\'l“l
|i|'g'r:t|]_\' feel like }'nn'rc |i\'in§
on vacation all year round!”
Zav ::]c.llf';l.«pirn{ for the interior
to feel equally peaceful, organic

and unfussy, “I wanted to

neutralize evervthing and bring
in a Tulum vibe: warm whites
and natural macerials like

sisal, ractan. Black and bronze
|ighting o creage high CONCrast
against that neurral palerte—
with bits of mineral blue and
greenin the pi“n\\'s and rugs.”

Step inside the firse floor
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to find a casual living room with
an asymmetrical Four Hands

sofa and original stone Fireplace.
A light and airy white kitchen
boasts Carrara stone and \'fm']c_\ s
Lighting pendants and sconces,

and opens o a t‘fining area with

new \']idin:_; doors. “We reused their

existing dinin;; table and x}mcyif'inl
new chairs to |\1"u{.gc the new
lighter palecre wich some of the
darker picces from their L'.]lic:l:_;u
home,” notes Zaveloff, who also
im'u.\rpm':m'd their prior ]i\'ing
TOOM rug in 1 more ::pprn:u'hnh[.;
way. An adjacent lounge and bar

area with nhc!\'inl.: gives the clients
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From top: Adjacent to the dining
room is 4 bar area and lounge; plus

=

seating ghcn the clients a p|:lu.- o
retire alter dinner, read a book or
have a drink, while large windows
create the |ﬂ'|ing 0!"1(‘in5 outside,

a place to retire after dinner, read
a book or have a drink. “The huge
\\'i'l'lLIL"\\'.\ [n'.ll\‘L' I\'l"l.l I-L'CI ii"\L' I\'L"Ll.'lt'
outside.” Zay c|nf-l'-.:{lx'<.

'I'[‘u.' Hrst !l'\'('i :||\n i‘lﬂl.l!'il."i EwWo
kids” bedrooms and a rnm!'_\' il:mn'l_\
room, which is furnished with the
clients’ existing leacher sofa and a
banquecce from their old kitchen.
Upstairs, '/.;u'r]nf-f-m'll_\' ]\:n'ti;l“_\'
renovaced the primary suite. “But |
I{)\C Lh:l[ wWe wWere .'l].\IL' Lo use lh(."i!-
existing living room sofa in here,
and how the black and white rug
from Surya makes the room feel

organic and Zen,” she says.

Zaveloft complered the
renovacion she'd starced in
September 2021 three months
later, by Christmas. “The clients
were besides themselves—they
are so amazing and grateful

and really appreciate the life
and space they occupy,” she

says. One of their daughrers,
who'd interned for KitchenLab
Interiors in l:hic:r::.n, wis
impressed as well—and changed
her major ro interior design
afrer Elcl}‘ill:::‘ with the project. I
think she'll do very well indeed.”
u”.;l\'t‘lt"-ll\i‘.l_\'\, i | \'TIHE_'."H the
design bug as a kid and haven't

shaken it since!™ 0
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From top: A comfy
fami |_\' rOOm is
Furnished with the
clients’ existing leather
sofa and a banquerte
From their old kitchen;
the L-shaped property
Haunis a view of the
ocean as well as lush
greenery, a private
courtyard backyard, a
grotio-sivle pool, an
adjoining casita, an
outdoor kitchen and

a boece ball court.
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